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i",?* evenin S- 11 * news day ag kxn uuminateo 

b> the Nicaragua mine story as the House prepared to 

ollow the lead of the Senate in soundly condemning U S 
involvement. Also, that satellite called Solar Max went 
back into orbit. Retail sales were reported down 
significantly. And President Reagan again claimed credit 
for saving uhe economy. Robin? 

MACNEIL: On the Newshour tonight, the furor over U.S. 
involvement in the mining of Nicaraguan harbors is' acain 
our main focus. Deputy Secretary of State Kenneth Dam is 
here to explain the administration position. 


Ust , ni e ht we showed an extended excerpt n ron 

menh^ H gS - 0f 0,6 House Forei S n Affairs Com^ntee Kith 
members showing the anger at the Reagan administration 
Tneir immedi a t e target was Deputy Secretary of State ’ 
Kenneth Dam, and he is with us this evening. 

MACNEIL. Mr. Secretary, ah, the House resolution that’s 
going to be voted on later this evening calls , hslt 
involvement in the mining. It’s been reported 
that that mining has already stopped and the U.S. 

^vo vemenu^n^it's stopped but can you confirm that that 

been the practice of a caber of administrations S 

tlligtd TP C1Sl %: re n0t in P° sition to talk’about 

° vert oCtl0n * There is a system for discussing 
covert action, and I must say that every administration 6 
has had a covert action program of one kind or another 
Thatsystem involves going before the intelligence 

?r rtu h nd it k r g there -- And ^ «*»t 

lelt with. So I can't aocress that question. 

friinl L: 1 See * - 1 jUSt HOnde " Wh ^ when 50 «&ny of vour 
[ g ~:° senxor . a Q »inistration, your fellow senior officials 
m the acmmistration have been willing to talk to 

reporters anonymously and confirm in very precise detail 
or say in very precise detail, spell out the U.S. 

assistance to this mining process why it is not admitted 
OUbllclv. DAM.* VpVI •if'® p-_i. 


. _ _ o r- ^ xo nut, duiiia LLea 

publicly. DoM: Nell, it's a simple fact that there are 
rules. TbP.^P rnlpc 'Ll&'no J ~ ~ J 1 L. v « 


j - ~ ~ uxjnpic ice t, LsiicL l tnere 

rules. These rules were established by the Congress, 
system for dealing with this was established by the 
Congress in one of the great reforms of the 1970s, and 
we re following that system. 1 

Cdntfmiel 
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